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5/25/17 

MINUTES of the MEETING of the ERIE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY held in 
the office, 295 Main Street, Room 350, Buffalo, New York, on the 25th day of May, 2017. 
 
PRESENT: Robert Anderson, Chairman  
  Jerome D. Schad, Vice Chairman (via video conference) 
  Karl J. Simmeth, Jr., Treasurer     
  Joseph T. Burns, Secretary to the Authority 
  Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director 
  Karen A. Prendergast, Comptroller 
  Russell Stoll, Executive Engineer 
  Paul Riester, Director of Administration  
  Jacqueline Mattina, Deputy Associate Attorney  
  Darlene Sikorski-Petritz, Deputy Associate Attorney 
  Daniel NeMoyer, Director of Human Resources  
  Terrence McCracken, Deputy Administrative Director  
  John Mogavero, Chemist/Chief WPTO 
  Richard Planavsky, Chief Business Officer Manager/Budget Director 
 
ATTENDEES:  Mike Wymer  
   Sean Dwyer  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 
I. - ROLL CALL 
 
II. - READING OF MINUTES 
 

Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to waive the reading of the 
Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday, May 25, 2017. 
 
III. - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve the Minutes of 

the Meeting held on Thursday, May 25, 2017. 
 
IV. - REPORTS  
 

A)  SECRETARY 
B)  LEGAL 
C)  FISCAL 
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D)  OPERATIONS 
E)  HUMAN RESOURCES 
F)   AUDIT COMMITTEE  

  G)  GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE  
  H)  FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
ITEM 1 - Creation and/or Amendment of Master Purchase Orders: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve the creation 
and/or amendment of Master Purchase Order Nos. as attached not to exceed the amount of 
$150,000.00 and that the Director of Administration be authorized to execute the above and all 
associated documents after certifying that they are in conformity with applicable laws and the 
Authority’s By-Laws and Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures. 
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ITEM 2 - Master Purchase Order Releases, Purchase Orders and Purchase Order Amendments: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve for payment of 
Master Purchase Order Nos., Purchase Order Nos. and Purchase Order Amendments as attached 
after certification by the Comptroller that the orders are in accordance with the quotations and 
that the Director of Administration be authorized to execute the above and all associated 
documents after certifying that they are in conformity with applicable laws and the Authority’s 
By-Laws and Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures. 
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ITEM 3 - AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
CONTRACT WITH ECOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT, INC. FOR GIS 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT CONSULTING SERVICES, IDENTIFIED AS 
CONTRACT NO. EE-006, PROJECT NO. 201700105 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, Heretofore and on the 17th day of November, 2016 the Erie County Water 

Authority's ("Authority") Board of Commissioners authorized the issuance of a Request for 
Proposals ("RFP") to qualified firms to provide consulting services to the Authority for technical 
support for the Authority’s Geographic Information System for 2017, 2018 and 2019; and 
 

WHEREAS, A copy of the RFP was sent to: 
 

 AECOM (formerly known as URS Corporation) 
 Wendel Companies 
 Ecology and Environment, Inc. 
 Bergmann Associates; and 

 
 WHEREAS, RFPs were received by all firms except Wendel Companies; and 
 

WHEREAS, The RFP process was conducted pursuant to the enacted state legislation 
(New York State Finance Law ''139-j and 139-k) and the Authority's Purchasing Guidelines, 
Policies and Procedures; and 
 

WHEREAS, Upon evaluating the responses to the RFP, the Authority deems it advisable 
to have Ecology and Environment, Inc. provide consulting services to the Authority for technical 
support for the Authority’s Geographic Information System for 2017, 2018 and 2019; and 
 

WHEREAS, Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., recommends that the Authority enter into a 
Professional Services Contract with Ecology and Environment, Inc.;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

 
That the Authority accepts the proposal of Ecology and Environment, Inc. to provide 

services to the Authority for technical support for the Authority’s Geographic Information 
System for 2017, 2018 and 2019; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  Pursuant to New York State Finance Law ''139-j and 139-k and the 
Authority's Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures with the award and execution by the 
Authority of this agreement, the Restricted Period will cease; and be it further 
 



371 
 

 
5/25/17 

RESOLVED:  That the Chairman hereby is authorized to execute said Professional 
Services Contract on behalf of the Authority; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Secretary hereby is authorized to forward an executed copy of 
said Professional Services Contract together with a certified copy of this resolution to Ecology 
and Environment, Inc. 

 
Ayes: Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes: None 

 
ITEM 4 - AUTHORIZATION TO EXTEND THE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

CONTRACT WITH HI-TECH SERVICES TO PROVIDE INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY CONSULTING AND SUPPORT SERVICES, CONTRACT 
NO. HT-006, PROJECT NO. 201600166 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
 WHEREAS, Heretofore and on the 13th day of July, 2016 the Erie County Water 
Authority ("Authority") entered into a Professional Services Contract (“Contract”) with Hi-Tech 
Services to provide information technology consulting and support services; and 

WHEREAS, Said Contract will expire on July 31, 2017; and 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Paragraph 3.3 (Extension of Contract) of the Contract, the 
Contract may be renewed at the option of both parties for three additional one (1) year periods on 
the same terms and conditions provided for the Contract at a cost mutually agreed upon by both 
parties and in accordance with industry standards; and  

WHEREAS, Hi-Tech Services submitted a letter dated April 26, 2017 requesting a one 
year extension; and 

 
WHEREAS, Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director recommends extending the 

contract for a one year period; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the Authority extends the contract with Hi-Tech Services to provide information 
technology consulting and support services for a one year period; and be it further 
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RESOLVED:  That the Chairman is hereby authorized to execute the Contract Extension 
Form submitted. 
  
 Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 

Noes:  None 
 
ITEM 5 - EARL L. JANN, JR. – APPOINTMENT AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
 WHEREAS, Pursuant to Article V, Title 3, Section 1053 of the Public Authorities Law, 
the Erie County Water Authority has the authority to appoint an attorney and an engineer and 
such additional officers and employees as it may require for the performance of its duties, fix and 
determine their qualification, duties and compensation, subject to the provisions of the Civil 
Service Law of the State of New York and such rules as the personnel officer of the County of 
Erie may adopt and make applicable to such authority; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Article V, Section 6 of the By-Laws of the Erie County Water Authority 
grants to the Authority the right to name and appoint from time to time an attorney or engineer 
and employees as it may require for the performance of its duties, fix their qualification, duties 
and compensation, subject to the provisions of the Civil Service Law of the State of New York; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That Earl L. Jann, Jr., be appointed to the position of Executive Director at Salary Grade 
36E, step 1; said appointment being subject to the approval of the Erie County Personnel Officer 
effective May 25, 2017.  
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth (Unanimously Approved)  
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 6 - RATIFICATION OF THE INSTALLATION OF HYDRANTS AND VALVES 
AND RETIREMENT OF EXISTING HYDRANTS AND VALVES - VARIOUS 
LOCATIONS 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, The Engineering Department of the Erie County Water Authority 

("Authority") advised that hydrants and valves were installed as part of the Authority's program 
to keep pace with improvements in fire fighting technology, as follows: 
 

Replace existing 6” valve at 17 Pamela Court, Village of Depew with a new 6” resiliant 
seat valve on 4/27/17.  Work done by ECWA forces under Work Authorization No. 107.200 
6947. 
 

Valve originally installed prior to 7/1/99 was scrapped and retired under Retirement 
Authorization No. R170014. 

 
Replace existing 4’ hydrant at 216 Highland Drive, Village of Williamsville with a new 

4’ Kennedy K81 hydrant on 4/29/17.  Work done by ECWA forces under Work Authorization 
No. 107.200 6948. 
 

Hydrant originally installed prior to 6/1/14 was scrapped and retired under Retirement 
Authorization No. R170015. 

 
Replace existing six (6”) inch valve at White Road & Redleaf Lane, Town of 

Cheektowaga with a new 6” resiliant seat tap valve on 4/28/17.  Work done by ECWA forces 
under Work Authorization No. 107.200 6949. 
 

Valve originally installed in 1957 was scrapped and retired under Retirement 
Authorization No. R170016. 

 
Replace existing 5’ hydrant at 4471 Patricia Drive, Town of Clarence with a new 5’ 

Kennedy K81 hydrant on 5/3/17.  Work done by ECWA forces under Work Authorization No. 
107.200 6950. 
 

Hydrant originally installed prior to 10/1/99 was scrapped and retired under Retirement 
Authorization No. R170017. 

 
Installed new 6” valve at 37 Gierlach Street, Village of Sloan on 4/27/17.  Work done by 

ECWA forces under Work Authorization No. 107.200 6946. 
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Replace existing six (6”) inch valve at 3314 Lake Shore Road, Town of Hamburg with a 
new 6” resiliant seat tap valve on 3/30/17.  Work done by ECWA forces under Work 
Authorization No. 107.200 6941. 
 

Valve originally installed in 1913 was scrapped and retired under Retirement 
Authorization No. R170011. 

 
Replace existing twelve (12”) inch valve at opposite 7320 Old Lake Shore Road, Town of 

Evans with a new 12” butterfly valve on 3/27/17.  Work done by ECWA forces under Work 
Authorization No. 107.200 6943. 
 

Valve originally installed in 1971 was scrapped and retired under Retirement 
Authorization No. R170012. 

 
Installed new 12” valve at opposite 7326 Old Lake Shore Road, Town of Evans on 

3/27/17.  Work done by ECWA forces under Work Authorization No. 107.200 6942. 
 
Removed 5’ bury hydrant at 163 Getzville Road, Town of Amherst on 3/9/17.  Work 

done by ECWA forces under Work Authorization No. 107.200 6944; and 
 
WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer ratifies said installations and work; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

 
That the Authority approve the retirement of the abovementioned hydrants and valves at 

the abovementioned locations; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  That the installation of the new hydrants and valves in the abovementioned 
locations, as part of the Authority's continuing program to improve its facilities is hereby approved, 
ratified and confirmed. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 7 - REFUND FOR NEW SERVICE INSTALLATIONS - $83,420.82 
 

Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 

WHEREAS, The Erie County Water Authority ("Authority") has installed new services 
identified on its records by OWIP numbers; and 
 

WHEREAS, Said new services have been completed and the actual cost thereof 
ascertained; and 
 

WHEREAS, The entire actual cost thereof is less than the estimated cost of the new 
services; and 
 

WHEREAS, Karen A. Prendergast, Comptroller, under the date of May 25, 2017, has 
recommended that the following refunds be made as set forth in attached Schedule “A”; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the Authority repay the difference between the estimated cost of said new services 
and the entire actual costs thereof to the parties and in the amounts hereinafter set forth in the 
attached Schedule “A”. 

 
Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 8 - AUTHORIZATION TO GRANT LEAK ALLOWANCE REQUEST - $850.95 
 

Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 
 WHEREAS, Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director advised the Authority that he has 
received a leak allowance request from an Authority customer listed below resulting from a 
service line leak: 
 
1)  Croops Mill Properties LLC   
     3124 Bley Road  
     Eden, NY 14057             
     $850.95; and 
  
 WHEREAS, Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director advised that the request contains 
documentation showing that the leak has been repaired; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Said leak allowance request has complied with all leak allowance 
requirements; and 
 
 WHEREAS, As stated in Section 9.09 of the Authority's Tariff, the granting of a leak 
allowance shall be in the sole discretion of the Authority; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director recommends granting the above 
leak allowance request;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Authority grant the leak allowance request to the abovementioned customer; and 
be it further 
 
 RESOLVED:  That the Comptroller is hereby authorized and directed to adjust the 
account of the abovementioned customer. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 9 - AUTHORIZATION TO GRANT A ONE-TIME COURTESY REVERSAL      
OF DELINQUENT CHARGES FOR FOREST EDGE CLUSTER 
ASSOCIATION - $555.16 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, Heretofore and on the 6th day of May, 2004 the Erie County Water 

Authority ("Authority") adopted a One-Time Courtesy Delinquent Charge Reversal Policy; and 
 

WHEREAS, Said Policy states that if the Authority receives a request to waive a late fee 
over $500, the request must be approved by the Board of Commissioners of the Authority; and 
 

WHEREAS, Karen A. Prendergast, Comptroller, advised the Authority that she has 
received a request to waive the delinquent charges for the Forest Edge Cluster Association 
(Account #70508840-0); and 
 

WHEREAS, Karen A. Prendergast, Comptroller advised that this customer for the above 
account has never received a waiver of late fees in the past; and 
 

WHEREAS, Said request has complied with all one-time courtesy delinquent charge 
reversal requirements; and 
 

WHEREAS, Karen A. Prendergast, Comptroller, recommends granting the above 
request; and 
 

WHEREAS, Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director, concurs with said 
recommendation; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

 
That the Authority grant the one-time courtesy delinquent charge reversal request to the 

abovementioned customer; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Comptroller is hereby authorized and directed to adjust the 
account of the abovementioned customer. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 10 -  ANTHONY PELUSO – EXTENSION OF LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
  Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to grant Anthony Peluso an 
extension of his leave of absence from his current position of Water Utility Worker commencing 
June 1, 2017 through November 30, 2017. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 11 - NEW YORK STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW ACT 

(SEQRA) DETERMINATION RELATIVE TO 36” TRANSMISSION MAIN 
REPLACEMENT PROJECT IN THE TOWN OF AMHERST, NEW YORK, 
IDENTIFIED AS CONTRACT NO. W-027, PROJECT NO. 201700093 

 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 
 WHEREAS, The Erie County Water Authority (Authority) will be undertaking the 
replacement of approximately 3,100 lf of 36-inch diameter transmission main, identified as 
Contract No. W-27; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The construction of these improvements are subject to the New York State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA); and 
 
 WHEREAS, The proposed project has been determined to be a Type II action under 
SEQR (Section 617.5(c)(2)) of 6 NYCRR Part 617 in that the project involves the replacement, 
rehabilitation or reconstruction of a structure or facility, in kind, on the same site, and a short 
Environmental Assessment Form has been completed for the project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, In accordance with the SEQRA, Type II actions have been determined to 
not have a significant impact on the environment or are otherwise precluded from environmental 
review under Conservation Law Article 8; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Authority herby determines that the proposed project is a Type II action and 
therefore, is not anticipated to result in any significant adverse environmental impact; and be it 
further  
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 RESOLVED: In accordance with SEQR, no SEQR determination or significance, 
Environmental Impact Statement or findings statement is required.  
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 

 
 
ITEM 12 - AUTHORIZATION TO SUBMIT THE NYS WATER INFRASTRUCTURE 

IMPROVEMENT ACT GRANT PACKAGES TO THE NEW YORK STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, ENVIRONMENTAL FACILITIES CORP.  

 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 

WHEREAS, The Erie County Water Authority (Authority) is eligible to apply for grant 
funding under the NYS Water Infrastructure Improvement Act Grant Program; and  

 
WHEREAS, The Authority has a significant need for rehabilitation of its distribution 

infrastructure; and  
 
WHEREAS, The Authority has identified a project that meets the criteria for funding 

under this grant program, the 36” Transmission Main Replacement Project W-27; and 
 
WHEREAS, Heretofore and on the 17th day of November, 2016 the Authority approved 

the 2017 Annual Capital Budget which included said Project; 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Board Commissioners of the Authority (Board) authorizes the filings of the grant 
applications and any other supporting materials required to the New York State Department of 
Health, Environmental Facilities Corp. for the project identified as Contract No. W-27, 36-inch 
Transmission Main Replacement Project; and be it further  
 

RESOLVED: That the Board authorizes the commencement and completion of this 
project including planning, design and construction; and be it further  

 
RESOLVED: That said project is funded from the Authority’s 2017 Annual Capital 

Budget minus any grant monies received to the Authority; and be it further 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5/25/17 

382 

RESOLVED:  That Executive Director or in his absence the Deputy Director is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute the applications and any other supporting materials on behalf 
of the Authority.  

 
Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 13 - Service Connection Work Order List: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve Service 
Connection Work Order Nos. 2017-17 and 2017-18, to Russo Development, Inc. for Service 
Area No. 1 under Contract No. 17-02-01 and to 716 Site Contracting, Inc. for Service Area No. 2 
under Contract No. 17-03-01 and to Kandey Company, Inc. for large services under Contract No. 
17-04-01.  
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VIII. - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth, second by Mr. Schad and carried that the meeting adjourn.  
 
 
 

       
 

Joseph T. Burns 
Secretary to the Authority 

 
SLZ 
 
 


	A)  SECRETARY
	B)  LEGAL
	C)  FISCAL
	D)  OPERATIONS
	E)  HUMAN RESOURCES

